Economic Contributions
from Restoration Activities

The BLM invests in environmental restoration and monitoring in an effort to
protect public assets, provide for public health and safety, and preserve and
enhance essential ecosystem services. Restoration projects have the added
benefit of boosting local economies by engaging providers of services such as
construction, reseeding, and environmental consulting.
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7,980,000

hunting and fishing trips

Nonmarket Benefits
from BLM-Managed Lands

Many of the benefits provided by public lands are difficult to quantify because
they are not reflected in economic market activity. These nonmarket benefits
reflect the value that the public derives from access to our Nation's natural,
scenic, recreational, and cultural resources. Examples of important nonmarket
benefits gained through balanced management of BLM lands include:

2,1 35 horse and burro adoptions

245

threatened
and endangered

+ Sustaining healthy populations of the West's iconic wild horses and burros. species

+ Maintaining opportunities for subsistence harvesting of food and goods used
for traditional purposes.

« Providing recreational opportunities, valued beyond cost in terms of the
experience enjoyed by the participant.

« Supporting education and scientific research.
+ Conserving Greater Sage-Grouse habitat, which protects other plant and

animal species while contributing to climate moderation and enhancing
water quality.

1.6 million

visits for interpretive and
educational activities

10.5 million

artifacts and specimens in
155 museums and
universities
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Alaska: Famous for its legendary annual

Texas

sled-dog race, the 2,300-mile Iditarod National

Historic Trail was once used by ancient native
hunters, Russian explorers, and early-20th-
century gold seekers.

Arizona: The Agua Fria National Monument
contains hundreds of prehistoric sites. These
ruins from the ancient Puebloan civilization
offer insights into the lives of those who long
ago inhabited the desert southwest.

California: The King Range National
Conservation Area is also known as the “Lost
Coast.” With a coastline 35 miles long, it is
the longest roadless coastal area in the lower
48 states.

Colorado: BLM Colorado manages Handies
Peak, a summit in the San Juan Mountains
of southwest Colorado. At 14,048 feet, it is
the highest point of land managed by the
BLM outside of Alaska. The Handies Peak
Wilderness Study Area also hosts 12 other
peaks that rise over 13,000 feet.

Eastern States: The Eastern States Office
administers more than 500 islands in
Wisconsin. These islands are open to the
public and offer recreation, wildlife viewing,
camping, and cultural artifacts.

Idaho: Craters of the Moon National
Monument is home to the Great Rift, a
62-mile-long crack in the Earth's crust, where
craters, cinder cones, lava tubes, deep cracks,
and vast lava fields form a frozen volcanic sea
in central Idaho.
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Montana/Dakotas: Montana and the
Dakotas include some of the richest
fossil-bearing rocks in the world. ¢

The extensive exposure of dinosaur-rich rocks
have produced many important fossils of

the world's most famous dinosaurs, such as
Tyrannosaurus, Triceratops, hadrosaurs, and
many others.

Nevada: There are 8 renewable energy projects
approved in Nevada: 2 wind and 6 solar. These
approved projects represent enough capacity
to power just over 360,000 homes.

New Mexico: New Mexico's Snowy River Cave
is a 5-mile-long calcium carbonate formation
that may be the largest of its kind in the world.

Oregon/Washington: Roughly 13 miles of
wagon ruts still exist from the days when
pioneers traveled West along the Oregon

Trail in search of adventure and free farmland.
These physical remnants of the pioneers

can be seen along Virtue Flat near

Baker City, Oregon.

Utah: Utah's Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument is so remote that it was
the last place in the lower 48 states to be
formally mapped.

Wyoming: About 60 million years ago, the

red sage hills and sagebrush country near
Buffalo were a jungle-like swamp with towering
Metasequoia trees. Today, it is the site of

the Dry Creek Petrified Tree Environmental
Education Area, which is full of fossilized
foliage from the early Eocene epoch.
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Economic Contributions from BLM-Managed Lands
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$114

billion
in economic
output

Fiscal Year 2014

America’s public lands are more than
just beautiful—they represent some
of our Nation's greatest assets. The
public lands entrusted to the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) generate
significant and quantifiable benefits
for the Nation by providing energy
and mineral resources, grazing and
timber resources, and recreational
opportunities. Through balanced
management, the BLM preserves
cultural resources and iconic
landscapes and maintains healthy
ecosystems that provide clean air,
clean water, and healthy habitat for
plants and wildlife.

The BLM administers more than

245 million acres of public land and
approximately 700 million acres of
subsurface mineral estate. These
lands encompass rangelands, forests,
high mountains, arctic tundra, and
deserts that enrich the country both
economically and environmentally.

In fiscal year 2014, the BLM's
management of the public lands
supported 467,000 jobs and
provided $114 billion in economic
output throughout the country,

while also contributing revenue

to the U.S. Treasury. Additional

data are available in the 2014 “U.S.
Department of the Interior Economic
Report.”



Economic Sectors Total Alaska New Mexico

0il and gas: The BLM leases more than 34.5 million acres of land, from the Economic Output (Ka”asﬁz'fekx'zz)" e
Eastern U.S. to the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska, for onshore oil and .
gas production. Production of crude oil on BLM lands continued its upward fOI" Flscal Year
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trend in 2014, rising from 137 million barrels in 2013 to 148.8 million barrels 201 4 '.L-v - -

in 2014.
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National Totals*

$372.4 million $422.0 million $15,467.4 million $9,762.9 million
Coal: The BLM administers coal leasing on approximately 570 million acres of 0il and Gas:
million federal mineral estate. Coal continues to be a large source of energy in the U.S., § ' ‘ :
acres of but the continuing low cost of natural gas has spurred a shift away from coal "‘ ‘ "‘
iederal for energy production. A decrease in coal production between 2010 and 2014 o 417 - : | : Sl - . : -
mineral $77,922.3 million $325.4 million $2,651.0 million $5,406.4 million $451.8 million $8,553.0 million $63.1 million $13,762.0 million $8,085.2 million $12,435.9 million

estate reflects this shift.

2014

significant
increase
in cubic
yards

Nonenergy minerals: Many types of minerals are considered nonenergy Coal:

minerals. Among these are mineral materials such as sand, gravel, dirt, and \"
rock, which are essential for everyday construction uses. Because of this, 1
mineral materials are vital to local economies. New contract sales and use $15,705.3 million -
permits for about 31 million cubic yards were issued in 2014, a significant

increase over the 13.8 million cubic yards of new disposals issued in 2013. Nonenergy Minerals:
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Geothermal, solar, and wind: Since 2009, the BLM has authorized 55 solar, P N - - |

wind, and geothermal utility-scale renewable energy projects on public $11,602.9 million $7.1 million $38.7 million $486.6 million $51.5 million
@ % m lands, including associated electric transmission facilities and infrastructure )

to connect to established power grids, for a total of 14,599 megawatts of Geothermal, Wind, and Solar:

$1,522.5 miillion $329.0 million $2.0 million $4,637.9 million $797 0 m||||on $2.0 million $93 4 million $1,166.7 million

renewable energy capacity. This capacity represents enough energy to power
almost 5 million homes and contributes to the Climate Action Plan goal of

14,599 megawatts

of renewable energy |

$304.3 million $9.0 million $28.0 million $1.2 million
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L I A SR N RATYE Sl W | approving 20,000 megawatts of solar energy capacity on public lands by 2020. $1,186.1 million = $1.7 million $842.0 million
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e K= M==F2 Recreation: People enjoy a wide variety of outdoor activities on BLM lands. Recreation:
o N =< . AN | gy Lands used for recreational activities also contribute significantly to local
X ; in G £ & i =X & economies. In 2014, BLM lands received more than 61.1 million recreation- /‘ /‘
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e A A de u» ] I: N A A related visits, about as many visits as the previous year. $5,476.3 million $39.4 million $322.8 million $576.4 million $497.6 million $9.6 million $358.0 million $299.0 million $416.6 million $189.0 million $526.0 million $460.3 million $151.5 million

61.1 million

Grazing: In 2014, the BLM billed ranchers who grazed their livestock, mostly
recreation-related visits

cattle and sheep, for about 8.4 million animal unit months (AUMs). An AUM is Grazing:
the amount of forage needed to feed a cow-calf, one domestic horse, or five
sheep for one month. In 2014, the grazing fee was $1.35 per AUM. While the
number of AUMs sold each year remains relatively steady, annual variations
occur to account for drought conditions and to accommodate restoration
projects.
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$1,382.5 million - $58.6 million $56.9 million $83.1 million $275.0 million $206.0 million $127.5 million $152.0 million $152.0 million $107.8 million $163.8 million

Timber:

animal unit months
(AUMSs)

7

Timber: One-fourth of the 245 million acres of lands managed by the BLM :
are forest ecosystems, spread across 12 Western States including Alaska. $700.5 million $0.5 million $6.7 million $13.5 million $17.0 million $26.0 million $5.9 million $17.0 million $598.0 million $15.0 million $1.3 million
Through responsible management of these lands, the BLM ensures the health

and resilience of the Nation's public forest lands as well as the availability of
traditional forest products, like timber. In 2014, the BLM offered 268.8 million * National totals may differ from the sum of individual state numbers because they take into account activity
across state borders and average industry productivity across states.

268.8 million

board feet

board feet of timber for sale. This number has remained relatively steady over
the past decade.
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